
Ogden City 
 

City Council Work Session Notice 
October 6, 2015  
City Council Work Room 
Municipal Building – Third Floor 
2549 Washington Boulevard, Ogden, Utah 84401 

  
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Ogden City Council will meet in a work session on Tuesday, 
October 6, 2015, in the Council Work Room on the third floor of the Municipal Building 
located at 2549 Washington Boulevard in Ogden City, Weber County, Utah.   
 
The work session will be held immediately following the City Council meeting which begins 
at 6:00 p.m. 
   
The purpose of the work session includes presentations and discussions regarding:  

 Ogden Nature Center,  
 Fraternity and sorority house amendments, 
 Single-family homes as a reuse in historic buildings amendments, 
 Post-high school educational institutions amendments, and 
 Council business. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing auxiliary communicative aids and services for this 
meeting should contact the Management Services Department at 629-8701 (TDD # 629-8949) or by email: 
ADACompliance@ci.ogden.ut.us at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 
 

The undersigned, duly appointed City Recorder, does hereby certify that the above notice and/or agenda was posted in 
three public places within the Ogden City Limits on this 2nd day of October, 2015.  These public places being: 1) City 
Recorder’s Office on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building; 2) 2nd floor foyer of the Municipal Building; and 3) the Weber 
County Library. A copy was posted to the Utah State Public Notice Website and the Ogden City Website, as well as 
provided to the Standard-Examiner.     
 
  TRACY HANSEN, MMC 
  OGDEN CITY RECORDER 
 
 
Visit the City Council Meetings page at:  councilmeetings.ogdencity.com 
Ogden City Council Agenda Information Line – 801-629-8159 
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OGDEN NATURE CENTER 

 
PURPOSE OF  

DISCUSSION:  To receive a presentation from the Ogden Nature Center  

 

 

Background The City Council has requested that a presentation and annual overview be 

provided by the Ogden Nature Center.  Executive Director Mary 

McKinley will be in attendance to make the presentation.     

 
 

 

Council Staff Contact:  Amy Sue Mabey, (801)629-8629 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CLARIFY THE DEFINITION OF AND 
REMOVE THE FRATERNITY/SORORITY HOUSE USE 
 
PURPOSE OF  
WORK SESSION: Review the proposed amendment 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the ordinance (6-2) 

   
 

Executive Summary 
 The proposed amendments clarify that the fraternity/sorority house use is 

limited to those associated only with Weber State University.  The 

proposal also removes the use from the R-4, R-5, PI, and R-3EC zones.  

The purpose for the change is to associate the fraternity and sorority house 

use with WSU and not to allow them to be associated with other smaller or 

out of state institutions.  Planning Staff has obtained a statement from 

WSU indicating that the university is not interested in sponsoring 

fraternity and sorority houses at this time.  As a result, the proposal is to 

remove the use until such time as the university sponsors them again. 
 
Background Currently, the City’s ordinance regarding fraternity and sorority houses 

allows them to take place in the R-4, R-5, Professional/Institutional (PI), 

and R-3EC zones and allows the use to be associated with an academic or 

professional college or university.  This would allow fraternity and 

sorority houses to take place throughout the City in any of these zones and 

would allow them to be associated with any university or institution of 

higher education even if the institution is small or out of state.  There is 

concern that if a smaller or out of state institution were to sponsor 

fraternity or sorority houses, the institution would not have the resources 

to effectively manage them.  The proposed amendment would limit the use 

to those associated with Weber State University as this is thought to be the 

only institution large enough to sponsor and properly manage the houses.  

Planning Staff has obtained a statement from the university indicating that 

WSU is not currently sponsoring fraternity and sorority houses and does 

not plan to do so in the near future.  Because of this, the proposal is to 

eliminate the use until such time as the university sponsors them again. 

 

Current Proposal The current proposal is to clarify the definition of a Fraternity or Sorority 

House to limit them to those sponsored only by Weber State University.  
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In addition, the proposal removes the use from the R-4, R-5, PI, and R-

3EC zones. 

 

Planning Commission 
 The proposal was reviewed by the Planning Commission at the March 4, 

2015 meeting.  At the meeting, the Commission recommended approval of 

the amendment with a 6-2 vote.  The Commission made the 

recommendation with the finding that the amendment is consistent with 

the intent of the zoning ordinance and policies outlined in the general plan.  

The two commissioners voting against the recommendation did so as they 

felt the removal of the use would make it difficult for WSU to revitalize 

fraternity and sorority houses in the future. 

 
Public Comment   No public comment was received at the meeting. 
 
 
Questions for Administrative Staff 
 

1. Please discuss how fraternity and sorority houses relate to the 

definition of a family in the City’s code. 

 

2. If the use is limited to those associated with WSU and if WSU is not 

currently sponsoring them, why should the use be prohibited? 

 

3. When were fraternity and sorority houses last active in Ogden? 

 

4. How does the allowance of post-high school educational institutions 

with housing relate to fraternity and sorority houses? 

 
Attachments 

1. Transmittal 

2. Ordinance 

3. Planning Commission Report 

4. E-mail copy from WSU regarding fraternity and sorority houses 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Memos Prepared By: Administrative Contact:  Greg Montgomery, 629-8931 

    Council Staff   Glenn Symes, 629-8164 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ALLOW A SINGLE-FAMILY HOME AS A 
RESUSE OPTION FOR HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
 
PURPOSE OF  
WORK SESSION: Review the proposed amendment 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the ordinance (8-0) 

   
 

Executive Summary 
 The proposed ordinance would add the option of a single-family home as a 

possible reuse for historic buildings if the single-family home use was the 

original use.  The change would apply to historic buildings where the 

original use was a single-family home but where that building has lost its 

legal non-conforming use status and where the single-family home use is 

no longer an allowable use in the zone in which the building is located. 
 
Background Within the City’s zoning ordinance there is a specific section dealing with 

non-conforming uses.  Non-conforming uses are those that were once 

legal but through zoning map or text amendments are no longer allowable 

uses in that zone.  A legal non-conforming use may continue to operate 

even after the change if the use is maintained.  If the use is abandoned for 

one year or if the structure is significantly altered or demolished, typically 

the legal non-conforming status will be lost.  Within this section, one 

subsection addresses the reuse of historic buildings.  This section is meant 

to provide “last resort” options to owners of historic buildings in order to 

ensure the building’s preservation.  This section provides several uses that 

could be considered if certain conditions are met and if the proposal is 

reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission.  

 

The current ordinance allows for several different uses to take place in 

historic buildings if they are located in a residential district.  These include 

art centers and museums, bed and breakfast inns, multi-family dwellings if 

they comply with the underlying zoning, and professional and businesses 

offices.  The proposed amendment would allow these uses and a proposed 

single-family home option in any zone as a special use for a historic 

building.  The proposal specifically adds the single-family home option 

but limits it to those buildings where a single-family home was the 

original use.  This is important for historic buildings that are located 
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within commercial or other types of non-resident zones as single-family 

homes are not typically an allowed use in those zones.    

 
Current Proposal The current proposal amends section 15-6-3.I (Reuse of Historic 

Buildings) to allow a special use of a historic building as a single-family 

home if that was the original use.  The amendments also open the special 

use options up to historic buildings in any zone no longer limiting them to 

residential districts.   

 

Planning Commission 
 The proposal was reviewed by the Planning Commission at the May 6, 

2015 meeting.  The Commission forwarded a recommendation to the 

Council with the finding that the amendment is consistent with the intent 

of the zoning ordinance and policies outlined in the general plan.  The 

Commission’s vote was 8-0.  

 
Public Comment   No public comment was received at the meeting. 
 
 
Attachments 

1. Transmittal 

2. Ordinance 

3. Planning Commission Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Memos Prepared By: Administrative Contact:  Greg Montgomery, 629-8931 

    Council Staff   Glenn Symes, 629-8164 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ALLOW POST-HIGH SCHOOL 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WITH HOUSING IN COMMERCIAL AND 
CBD ZONES 
 
PURPOSE OF  
WORK SESSION: Review the proposed amendment 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the ordinance (6-0) 

   
 

Executive Summary 
 The proposed amendments would add the post-high school educational 

institutions with housing as an allowable use in the City’s commercial and 

Central Business District (CBD) zones.  The amendment is the result of a 

recent petition to allow this use in the PI or Professional/Institutional zone.  

As the use was reviewed, it was discovered that there was not an adequate 

definition for the use and that the use was taking place already in 

commercial and CBD zones under a different definition. 
 
Background In June of 2015, the Council approved an ordinance amendment allowing 

the post-high school educational institution use to be an allowable use in 

the City’s PI zone.  As Planning Staff reviewed the petition during that 

time and studied where the use had already been established in the City, it 

was determined that the Educational Institutions definition used to 

regulate them applied to only to institutions with grades K-12.  Although 

post-high school institutions had been operating without problem in the 

City for many years, the definition used for them did not actually include 

them.  As a way to correct this, the proposal amends the City’s zoning 

ordinance to clarify where post-high school educational institutions may 

be permitted.  The actual definition of post-high school educational 

institutions was included in the ordinance amendment approved in June.  

This change simply adds the use to the commercial and CBD zones.    

 

Current Proposal The current proposal is to amend the City’s zoning ordinance to allow 

post-high school educational institutions either with or without a housing 

component as a permitted use in the CBD and CBD-I zones and as a 

permitted use in the C-2 and C-3 zones.   
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Planning Commission 
 The proposal was reviewed by the Planning Commission at the August 5, 

2015 meeting and given a recommendation of approval with a vote of 6-0.  

The Commission made the motion with the finding that the proposal is 

consistent with the intent of the zoning ordinance and policies outlined in 

the general plan. 

 
Public Comment   No public comment was received at the meeting. 
 
Attachments 

1. Transmittal 

2. Ordinance 

3. Planning Commission Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Memos Prepared By: Administrative Contact:  Greg Montgomery, 629-8931 

    Council Staff   Glenn Symes, 629-8164 
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