
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SALT LAKE COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED LISTING POLICY
The Salt Lake County Weed Board has developed the following guidelines to help evaluate invasive, new invading, and/ or existing weed species for listing as “noxious” within Salt Lake County.  In accordance with the Utah State Noxious Weed Act (Utah Code 4-17-5), the county weed board may declare any weed not on the state noxious weed list as “noxious”, enabling the county weed supervisor to enforce weed control by the landowner. 
The guidelines listed below require knowledge of both the specific weed(s) ecology and potential treatment areas. Invasive weed species will be evaluated using four basic criteria: invasiveness, ecological impact, distribution and occurrence in habitats, and controllability. 
	Criteria

	Weed Name

	
	Puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris)

	Is it invasive and/ or listed noxious somewhere else with a similar climate/ecology?

	YES

	· Location(s) name:
	Cache & Weber



	Is it invading on its own into natural, undisturbed areas or damaging a natural or agricultural resource?
	YES

	· Location(s) name:

	Jordan River Parkway, Wasatch Front trails, various school playgrounds

	Is it difficult to control?  What level of control* can be expected if listed?
	YES; Prevention and Control at specific locations; Possible containment throughout the county

	What control methods have been tested locally?  Where they successful?


	Chemical/ manual; Success on a small scale

	How many acres/ sites are infested in Salt Lake County?


	Unknown

	Are the majority of the infested areas accessible?
	Yes

	Additional reasons for listing?
	Detriment to recreationists and to children at playgrounds.  Increased public awareness & pressure to be actively managing infestations locally:

· Complaints to weed program by citizens

· Salt Lake Tribune Article: http://www.sltrib.com/news/ci_10296479



*Control Levels:

Contain: Weeds occur across large acreages and control or eradication are not realistic goals. The weed control goal is to confine the noxious weed to an identified area and prevent from further spread if possible.
Control: Weeds that are abundant in scattered patches throughout the site and eradication is not a realistic goal. The weed control goal is to prevent seed production through integrated weed management.

Eradicate: Weeds that occur in very small infestations, often a single plant, but still have the potential to spread rapidly. The weed control goal on these sites is to prevent the establishment of these weed species and eliminate existing plants. 

Prevent: Weeds that may not occur on the site at this time, or are not regarded as being a serious problem in this area at this time. The weed control goal for these species involves continual monitoring to identify potential new weed species, and prevent them from establishing.

Based on the information provided above, the Salt Lake County Weed Board recommends listing Puncturvine (Tribulus terrestris) noxious on the Salt Lake County Noxious Weed List.  By doing so, the above mentioned weeds can no longer be legally sold within Salt Lake County, and it will be the duty of every property owner to control and prevent the spread of the above listed noxious weeds on any land in his possession, or under his control, and shall serve as a warning that if he fails to comply with this notice, enforced weed control measures may be imposed at the direction of county authorities. 
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