NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UTAH TRANSIT AUTHORITY
 

RE: PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO REQUIRED DETECTABLE WARNING SURFACES AT PLATFORM EDGES ON NEWLY CONSTRUCTED AND RENOVATED UTA RAIL STATIONS FOR USE WITH LOW FLOOR LIGHT RAIL VEHICLES
 

I. The Utah Transit Authority is proposing a modification in the design and installation of required detectable warning surfaces on the platform edge at all newly constructed  and existing light rail stations to be serviced by a low floor light rail vehicle.  The proposed modification to the detectable warning surface design is necessary to facilitate the operation of ramps necessary for ADA accessible boarding of a new fleet of low floor light rail vehicles (which UTA has not introduced into service to date).  A detectable warning surface is required to assist visually-impaired passengers and others in detecting the edge of the light rail platform and otherwise assist in the boarding of a light rail vehicle.
II. The public hearing will be held on Thursday, October, 30, 2008 at the Salt Lake City Main Library, located at 210 East 400 South, Salt Lake City, Utah 84111, Salt Lake County. The hearing will begin at 6 p.m. and end at 7 p.m.
At the hearing, the Utah Transit Authority will afford an opportunity for the public to ask questions and obtain further information about the proposed changes to the detectable warning surface; and allow any interested person to comment on the issue to UTA Staff.  After considering the comments, UTA will submit a ‘Request for Equivalent Facilitation’ regarding the modification to the U. S. Department of Transportation.
III.  THE FORMAT FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:

a. Presentation on the use of detectable warning surfaces at 6 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

b. Open House to review and discuss proposal with UTA representatives (after each presentation)

c. Public comment period (available any time during public hearing)

IV. To assure full participation at this hearing, accommodations for effective communication, such as sign language interpreters or printed materials in alternate formats, must be requested at least five (5) working days prior to the date of the scheduled event.  Direct requests for accommodations to the Utah Transit Authority, ADA Compliance Officer at (801) 287-3536 or for deaf/hearing impaired persons, dial 711 to make a relay call. To request a language interpreter, please contact Celeste Burningham at 801-287-2369.
V. Written comments may be submitted to the following address: Utah Transit Authority, c/o Detectable Warning Surfaces, 3600 South 700 West, Salt Lake City, UT  84119.  Comments can also be submitted online at www.rideuta.com. All comments will become part of the public record if received by November 14, 2008.  
VI. Relevant information about the proposed use of the aforementioned devices will be available at the public hearing.  Additionally, information about the proposed modification to the detectable warning surface is available by: (1) calling (801) 262-5626 (2) on UTA’s web-site at www.rideuta.com; or (3) reviewed in person at the UTA Corporate offices located at 3600 South 700 West, Salt Lake City, Utah. See Section IV of this notice above for instructions on obtaining this information in alternate formats.
