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Course Description

This 2-hour interactive online course provides an introduction to what scientists know so far about toxic mold—what it is, where it comes from, and what effects it may have on human health in an indoor environment. It describes which molds are of concern indoors, how and why they may threaten human health, and what we can do to control or prevent them.

This course includes a multiple-choice quiz at the end.  You must have Flash Player Version 7 or higher to view some parts of this course. We also recommend you view this course in Internet Explorer.

Course Objectives

The goal of this course is to help you understand:

· How and why mold grows

· What makes mold toxic

· Where mold grows indoors

· What you can do to control or prevent mold

· The potential human health effects of indoor mold

After completing this course, you should be able to describe:

· What nourishes mold, how it reproduces, and where it grows

· What toxic mold is

· The molds that are of concern indoors

· The role of HVAC systems in the proliferation of mold

· Symptoms that are commonly attributed to indoor air problems

· Diseases that have been associated with mold
Content Outline

Introduction 

The Biology of Mold 

· What is a Fungus?

· What is Mold?

· How does mold grow?

· How does mold spread?

· What nourishes mold?

· Where is mold found?

· What is toxic mold?

· What are mycotoxins?


· Why does mold smell?

· Which toxic molds are of concern indoors?

Sources of Indoor Mold 

· Where does mold grow indoors?

· What can we control to reduce indoor mold growth?

Potential Health Effects of Mold 

· Indoor Air Quality

· Health Effects of Mold

Conclusions

· Is human health affected by indoor mold? 
Instructor Biography

For 28 years, Nancy Armitage has worked as a technical writer, technical editor, trainer, and course content developer in the software, engineering, and construction industries.

She has researched, edited, and developed courses in the areas of writing improvement for engineers and administrators, and toxic substance safety and remediation. 

She has written newspaper feature stories, advertising copy, proposals, grant applications, magazine articles, newsletters, technical report sections, public information literature, and software user manuals.

Ms. Armitage has edited and managed document production for software requirements and detailed design reports; technical papers; and water, wastewater, solid waste, and transportation master plans, design reports, construction specifications, construction permit applications, operation and maintenance manuals, rate studies, environmental audit reports, Applications for Development Approval for Developments of Regional Impact (ADAs/DRIs), and environmental impact statements (EISs).

