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ADA Guidelines: General Site and Building Elements
Course Length: 1 hour

Course Instructor: David Chitester

Core
Course Description
The ADA, a major civil rights law prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability, establishes design requirements for the construction or alteration of facilities.  It covers facilities in the private sector (places of public accommodation and commercial facilities) and the public sector (state and local government facilities).  Under the ADA, the Board is responsible for accessibility guidelines covering newly built and altered facilities.  In 1991, the Board published the ADA Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) which serve as the basis for standards used to enforce the law.  The new guidelines overhaul the original ADAAG.


This 1-hour online course covers accessibility requirements for general site and building elements.  This material is presented in chapter 5 of the ADAAG and includes the technical specifications and regulations for topics such as parking spaces, passenger loading zones, stairways, and handrails.

Course Objectives

After completing this course, you will know the technical specifications, regulations, codes and standards required by the ADA and ABA for:

· parking spaces

· passenger loading zones

· stairways

· handrails

Course Outline

Introduction 
Parking Spaces 
· Vehicle Spaces

· Access Aisle

· Width

· Length

· Marking

· Location

· Floor or Ground Surfaces

· Vertical Clearance

· Identification

· Relationship to Accessible Routes

Passenger Loading Zones 
· Vehicle Pull-Up Space

· Access Aisle

· Width

· Length

· Marking

· Floor or Ground Surfaces

· Vertical Clearance

Stairways

· Treads & Risers

· Open Risers

· Tread Surface

· Nosings

· Handrails

· Wet Conditions

Handrails 
· Where Required

· Continuity

· Height

· Clearance

· Gripping Surface

· Cross Section

· Circular Cross Section

· Non-Circular Cross Section

· Surfaces

· Fittings

· Handrail Extensions

· Top & Bottom Extensions at Ramps

· Top Extension at Stairs

· Bottom Extension at Stairs

Instructor Biography

David Chitester is a licensed P.E. in Michigan and Florida has over 35 years of experience. He graduated with a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh in 1974. He also has an M.B.A that he received from Northern Michigan University in 1978. Mr. Chitester’s expertise has been applied to industrial process plants, power generating facilities, buildings, wastewater treatment facilities, pipelines, and roadway design and construction.  He has performed cost and schedule analyses on projects totaling more than $10 billion in construction costs.                  

Mr. Chitester is recognized nationally as an expert in Claims Analysis and Dispute Resolution, CPM Scheduling, Project Management, and Cost Engineering.  He began his career with Bechtel Power and Blount Brothers where he gained field construction and scheduling experience on projects ranging from $150 Million to $500 Million. For more than 28 years, he has provided services essential to maintaining control of project costs and schedules to a balanced mix of public and private sector clients.                    
Mr. Chitester presents seminars and in-house training on topics as productivity analysis, delay analysis, CPM scheduling, and construction claims, and has served as a course instructor for the Associated General Contractors’ Supervisor Training Program.  More than five thousand licensed professionals from across the country have attended lectures and presentations by Mr. Chitester.
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