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Fair Housing Accessibility 
Course Length: 3 hours
Course Instructor: Rumanda Young
Core
Course Description:

Accessibility Requirements for multi-family housing – Do you know what they are for your next project? Will you know if you are in compliance? 

In this interactive online course, we will cover some of the important laws and standards that prohibit housing discrimination against people with disabilities, including: 

· Architectural Barriers Act of 1968

· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

· Title II and III of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

· Fair Housing Act (Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 

Course Objectives:

At the conclusion of this course, you will be able to: 

· Comprehend laws and standards that require accessibility 

· Interpret the scope of the Fair Housing Act’s protection of disability rights 

· Know the seven design and construction requirements of the FHA 

· Determine types of properties subject to the Fair Housing Accessibility Act 

· Understand the consequences of non-compliance 

· Recognize accessibility concepts to achieve compliance 

Course Outline
Introduction

Accessibility Laws/Standards
· Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 

· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

· Americans with Disabilities Act 

· Building Codes

Fair Housing Act Overview

· Background of the Fair Housing Act 
· Housing Discrimination Based Upon Religion 

· Housing Discrimination Based Upon Sex, Including Sexual Harassment 

· Housing Discrimination Based Upon National Origin 

· Housing Discrimination Based Upon Family Status 

· Housing Discrimination Based Upon Disability 
· Who Must Comply with the FHA 
Accessible Route

· Example of an Accessible Route
· Where Accessible Routes are Required
· Common Site Facilities and Amenities
· Accessibility Route Connecting Site Elements
· Pedestrian and Vehicular Routes 
Accessible Entrances

· Covered Building Entrances
· Individual Entrances
· Units over Non-Residential Uses
· Unusual Site Terrain
· Exceptions
· Individual Building Test 

· Site Analysis Test 
Common Areas/Usuable Doors

· Accessible Common and Public Use Areas 

· Accessible Parking Requirements 

· Parking Facilities 

· Accessible Parking Space 

· Toilet Rooms 

· Specifications for Sinks
· Accessible Routes to Recreational Facilities
· Accessible Recreational Areas 

· Accessible Drinking Fountains 

· Accessible Laundry Facilities
· Accessible Mailboxes
· Accessible Trash Facilities
· Usable Doors
· Primary and Secondary Entrance Door(s) 
Accessible Route in Dwelling

· Raised or Sunken Areas
· Small Level Changes within the Unit 

· Level Changes at Entrance Doors 

· Thresholds
Controls & Grab Bars

· Environmental Controls 

· Reinforced Walls for Grab Bars 

· Minimum Reinforcing at Bathtubs 

· Fiberglass Tub/Shower Reinforcing 

· Minimum Reinforcing at Showers 
· Usable Kitchen

· Clear Floor Space
· Clearance between Countertops 

· U-Shaped Kitchens – Turning Circle 
Usable Bathrooms

· Requirements for Bathrooms 

· Two Bathroom Specifications 
Safe Harbor & Compliance

· Safe Harbor
· Consequences of Non-Compliance 
· Strategies for Compliance 

Technical Guidelines 1 – 3

· Technical Guidelines 

· Requirement 1. Accessible building entrance on an accessible route
· Guideline 

· Requirement 2. Accessible and usable public and common use areas.
· Guideline

· Requirement 3. Usable doors
· Guideline
Technical Guidelines 4 – 7

· Requirement 4. Accessible route into and through the covered dwelling unit 

· Guideline
· Requirement 5. Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats and other environmental controls in accessible locations 
· Guideline

· Requirement 6. Reinforced walls for grab bars 

· Guideline

· Requirement 7. Usable kitchens and bathrooms 

· Guideline


· Resources
Instructor Biography
Dr. Young is a Registered Landscape Architect (RLA) in the state of Texas and a Certified Planner (AICP).  She holds a bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture (BLA) from the University of Arkansas, a master’s degree in city and regional planning (MCRP) with environmental planning emphasis from the University of Texas at Arlington, and a Ph.D. in urban planning and public policy. Dr. Young also spent time abroad in Cheltenham, England at the University of Gloucestershire focusing on sustainable development practices, environmental planning, and resource management.
Dr. Young has eight years of private practice experience, six of which working with the firm Carter & Burgess, Inc. She was involved in a variety of work including a wide range of park and recreational planning and design projects. Landscape Architectural experience ranges from preparation of detail site design plans, inventory and analysis documents, park, recreation and open space master plans, city-wide comprehensive plans, interpretive prospectus documents, construction document preparation, and preparation of grant applications and rezoning applications for cities throughout Texas, Louisiana, North Carolina and Oklahoma.
Dr. Young currently works as a Military Master Planner with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in the Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Branch.  Dr. Young is involved in a variety of work including a wide range of military planning, programming, and design projects. Project Management experience ranges from installation design guides to campus master plans. Projects also focus on the impacts of development on human health and the environment, and improvements through better siting, design, construction, operation, and maintenance of military projects.

